BALLYMAHON  MUNICIPAL DISTRICT
Minutes of Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held in Ballymahon Community Library on Thursday, 28th September 2017 at 4.00 p.m.

CATHAOIRLEACH:
Councillor Gerard Farrell

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors – Mick Cahill, Mark Casey, 


Colm Murray, Pat O’Toole and Paul Ross.

IN ATTENDANCE: 

Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.





Ms. Linda Higgins, Administrative Officer





Mr. Brian Faughnan, Executive Engineer.

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of             Committee Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 27th July 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor P. O’Toole, the Minutes of             Meeting of Ballymahon Municipal District held on the 27th July 2017, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.

None.
GENERAL MUNICIPAL ALLOCATION  2018. 

A. Lee informed the members that the Ballymahon Municipal District meeting to consider the General Municipal Allocation for 2018 is rescheduled to Wednesday, 1st November 2017 at 4.00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae.  It was agreed that a Committee meeting would be held in advance of the meeting at 3:30pm.
MANAGEMENT REPORT.
The Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
2017 COMMUNITY GRANT SUPPORT SCHEME 

On the proposal of Councillor M. Cahill seconded by Councillor C. Murray, it was 

unanimously agreed to approve additional applications which were received under the Community Support Scheme.  

UPDATE ON FUNDING SCHEME INCLUDING TOWN AND VILLAGE RENEWAL
Mr. Terry Rooney, Senior Executive Officer, updated the members on the Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2016 – Abbeyshrule, Lanesboro and Edgeworthstown projects.

The successful applicants for the Town and Village Renewal Scheme 2017 to be announced in the coming weeks.
REDZ 2016 –   Corlea Trackway - project nearing completion following successful launch by Ministers in June and is already attracting international tourists, which is a very positive sign. 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS.

Storage Heating in Sli na Mona, Ballymahon.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor  P. Ross  -


“To call on Longford County Council to replace the storage heating in all 
dwellings in the Sli na Mona Estate Ballymahon with oil fired central heating and or a solid fuel range or stove and to carry out the work as soon as possible.”

B. Heslin stated that the Housing Section has asked the Department of Environment to provide funding to replace storage heating on numerous occasions.  However, there is no funding available at present.  Should funding come on stream this request will be further considered.  In addition, the Housing Section will continue to seek funding, and this issue is raised at every Housing meeting held with the Department. 

Dangerous Trees on the Moigh Road in Ballymahon.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor  C. Murray  -
“ To call on Longford County Council to examine a number of dangerous trees on the Moigh Road in Ballymahon as a matter of urgency, as the land owner in question insists that the trees in question are not within the boundary of her property and are the responsibility of the Council.”

B. Faughnan informed the members that a notice has been served on the landowner.  The
area was inspected by the Roads Section but no works were carried out by the landowner to 
date.  Brian stated that he will speak with the landowner to endeavour to progress 

the matter.  
Brian confirmed that there will be a requirement to employ a Tree Surgeon to carry out an 
assessment of the relevant trees.
Outdoor Fitness Equipment.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. O’Toole and seconded by 

Councillor  M. Casey  -
“To request that Longford County Council explore the possibility of installing some outdoor fitness equipment in a central location in the town as can be
seen in many towns of similar size throughout the country, four to five pieces of this equipment which is supplied by a Mayo company called " Outfit Outdoor Fitness" would cost in the region of €7,000 euro but, undoubtedly, would be of a major health benefit to the local community.”
L. Higgins stated that Longford County Council will survey Ballymahon to look at potential suitable sites where outdoor gym equipment could be situated. The Council will also look at possible funding sources for same. The Members to liaise with Frank Horne, RAPID Co-ordinator on possible locations for the equipment. 
       
Old Fire Station in Lanesboro.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by 

Councillor G. Farrell -
“I propose that the Council make the large part of the old fire station available to Lanesborough Tidy Towns to park their new tractor (this tractor is fully insured and Longford County Council is indemnified should anything happen to it).   This would extend the already great partnership that the Council has with the local community in Lanesborough.”

B. Faughnan stated that this matter had been looked at previously.  Following a review of both Health & Safety and insurance requirements, it is not considered advisable to make this site available or give access to any other body/bodies as the building is used by the Area Engineering section. 

Mark Casey suggested that consideration be given to the possibility of Lanesborough Tidy Towns leasing the entire building.  This request will be referred to John Brannigan, Director of Services for consideration. 
Use of Road Sweeper.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Casey and seconded by 

Councillor G. Farrell  -
“That the Council road sweeper be made available to local Tidy Towns committees in the Ballymahon area when there are major events happening in the area and that someone from the Council is made responsible to liaise with the local communities on this i.e. a contact number for the local communities.”

B. Faughnan stated that Longford County Council carries out street cleaning in Lanesboro on a weekly basis.  A large street cleaner vehicle is also used 5-6 times annually to clean all access roads and main streets in the town similar to all other towns and villages.

It can be arranged that contact details for an engineer and the GSS in this Municipal District be given to the local communities for liaison purposes in advance of major events in the town.

Funding for Lawnmowers and Maintenance Equipment for Tidy Towns Groups.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by 

Councillor M. Cahill     -
 “I propose that extra funding in next year's municipal funding be ringfenced  for lawn mowers and maintenance equipment for Tidy Towns groups.”
Linda stated that at the meeting of Longford County Council held on the 13th September 2017, under the provisions of Section 20 of the FINANCE (LOCAL PROPERTY TAX) ACT 2012 (as amended), the members unanimously decided to pass a resolution to the effect that the basic rate of local property tax should stand varied  upwards by 5 per cent  for the year 2018 in respect of relevant residential properties situated in the local authority’s administrative area.   As a consequence of this there will be an additional €105,188 above the base rate for distribution to the Municipal Districts as part of their General Municipal Allowance (GMA) for 2018. 

This equates to an additional €35,063 per Municipal District over the 2017 allocation of €57,987, bringing the total for 2018 to €93,050 per Municipal District.

It is a reserved function of the Members of the Municipal District to decide how this GMA will be allocated for the forthcoming Budget year at the General Municipal Allowance Meeting which is proposed to be held on 1st November 2017.  The 2018Community Support Scheme will be advertised in November.
Ancient Stones returned to Lough Ree.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by 

Councillor M. Casey -
"I call on Longford County Council to write to the Office of Public Works to have the Ancient Stones returned to Lough Ree."

Barbara briefed the members regarding the theft of the Inchcleraun Grave Slabs in the 1980’s 
She stated that the Office of Public Work has confirmed that the stones are safely in storage in their Athenry Depot. 
A representative from the Office of Public Works has stated that should a suitable location be found to install the stones within the county, it would need to be agreed not just by the OPW but by the National Museum in particular.   If an agreed location could not be settled upon, he did remark that a replica, that would be an identical facsimile, could be displayed until such time as an agreed location for the original is found. 
Councillor Farrell suggested that the Grave Slabs be placed at Barley Harbour.

It was agreed that a letter be prepared by the Heritage Officer for forwarding to Mr. Kevin ‘Boxer’ Moran, TD, Minister of State at the Office of Public Works and Flood Relief, regarding a suitable location for display and associated funding. 
Heart Sculpture at Newtowncashel.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor G. Farrell and seconded by 

Councillor  P. O’Toole  -
“That this Council provides funding to refurbish the area at the broken Heart Sculpture at Newtowncashel.”

It was agreed that the Municipal District will provide €2,000 towards the cost of raising the Broken Heart Sculpture.  

Low Cost Safety Scheme at the L5216 Cloncallow / R392 Mullingar Road junction in Forgney.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor  P. O’Toole  -         
 “That Longford County Council applies for a Low Cost Safety Scheme at the L5216 Cloncallow / R392 Mullingar Road junction in Forgney.”
B. Faughnan stated that consideration will be given to the junction at Forgney pending funding and consultation with local residents and landowners.

New Footpath to Dun Aras Housing Estate.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor  P. O’Toole -              
“That a new footpath be constructed from Main Street, Ballymahon on the Ballymulvey Road to Dun Aras Housing Estate.”

B. Faughnan stated that footpaths will be considered on the Ballymulvey road pending the Town Plan review which is currently in progress.
Boundary Wall at Goldsmith Meadows in Edgeworthstown.”

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor P. Ross and seconded by 

Councillor  M. Cahill  -         
“That a safety railing be constructed on the boundary wall at Goldsmith Meadows in Edgeworthstown.”

B. Faughnan stated that the Roads Engineer inspected the railing on the boundary wall with Goldsmith Meadows and found that it needs to be extended approximately 20m to reduce the impact of domestic waste from overfilled wheelie bins belonging to residents of Chapel Lane Apartments from blowing in to the adjoining estate, Goldsmith Meadows. The Goldsmith Meadows Estate was taken in charge by Longford County Council, but Chapel Lane Apartments are in private ownership.  
The matter was then referred to the Unfinished Housing Estates Team and following an inspection it has advised that it will extend the railing on the dividing wall. 

A.O.B.

The following issues were discussed  and updates given -
· Drainage on Main Street, Edgworthstown.

· Priority areas for Footpath Repairs.
· Funding for Local Improvement Schemes.
· 2017 Roads Programme.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________

             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Ballymahon Municipal District Meeting held on the
23rd November 2017.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.
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